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The developments which take place in the means of
offence and defence in China are probably those which will
most affect her international relations, for the Chinese must,
by this time, have learned the lesson which Japan learned
in a very early period of her contact with foreign nations,
namely, that she will be respected by these only when she
has shown that she is strong and able to resist any attempt
on her national dignity or honour. Indeed, they saw this, in
a dim sort of way, a good many years ago, and many of the
Western methods adopted were for the purposes of defence.
Arsenals and other similar establishments were started, and
a beginning was made in the formation of a navy. As late
as 1863 the Chinese Government did not possess a single
fighting-ship propelled by steam. Steamers belonging to
Chinese merchants were sometimes employed to chase
pirates; but they were not the property of the State. A
flotilla of gun-boats was purchased in England for the Central
Government by Mr, Lay, Inspector-General of Customs (Sir
Robert Hart's predecessor), but difficulties arose and the
Government dismissed the Inspector and sold the ships.
During the next thirty years a considerable naval force was
raised, but in 1895 it was either destroyed or captured by
the Japanese, At present each viceroy has a small squadron ;
but all combined would scarcely form the nucleus of a navy.
A Naval Board has been instituted, and proposals have been
made for the formation of a strong national navy, but, as yet,
nothing has been done in this direction.

On the other hand considerable progress has been made
in the formation of an army. The Chinese are not by any
means cowards, although they have a contempt for war.
Lord Wolseley is reported to have said that if he were given
a free hand in China for a few years he could form an army
which could face any troops in the world. They are now
recognising that with their antiquated arms and methods
they are no match for Western soldiers, and are forming an
army on modern lines as quickly as their means will allow.
Up to within the last few years both the naval and military